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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Am I a Soldier of the Cross? The second stanza should prick our conscience: "Must I be carried to the skies on flowr'y beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize and sailed through bloody seas?"


The matter really comes down to a simple question: do we really want our hearts to be adjusted to God's holiness or not? If we do, there is a price to be paid and a discipline to be submitted to. Jesus' glory was on the other side of His suffering, and so it must be with us (Mark 8:34). Paul wrote that he was glad to have made sacrifices in order to know Jesus Christ: "that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead" (Philippians 3:10,11). The crown of Christ is for those who, with Him, have borne His cross.


We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom. There is no other entrance.


Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet. Only through�experience of trial and suffering can the soul be strengthened,�vision cleared, ambition inspired, and success achieved.


Helen Keller





Word point – Gary Henry





    In Parade Magazine a number of years ago, an article introducing "Brotherhood Week" began with the following lines:


He drew a circle that left me out


Heretic, rebel a thing to flout.


But love and I had the wit to win; 


We drew a circle that took him in.


The article continued with the observation that the universal love of God should be the ideal which all of us should seek to attain.


God's circle of love


    It is certainly true that God's circle of love is universal.  It is a circle as big as the whole world.  "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life" (John 3"16).


God's circle of acceptance


    Today, however, that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts all men as they are.  His circle of acceptance and fellowship is drawn much tighter and is much more exclusive.


    God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not know Him.  ". . The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power" (2 Thess. 1:7-9, NASB).


God's circle of acceptance excludes those who do not believe in Jesus.  Jesus said, ". . . If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins? (John 8:24)  














"But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. . . . Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:44-45, 48).


     At the same time, we must avoid any appearance of approving, condoning or accepting attitudes or conduct, which God rejects.  The world, some brethren, and even members of our own family may call us unloving if we refuse to accept an ungodly lifestyle.  They may call us judgmental, bigoted or narrow-minded, but so be it.  Being "followers of God as dear children" (Ephesians 5:1), we must "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them" (Ephesians 5:11).


Note, however, that God takes "no pleasure in the death of the wicked" (Ezekiel 33:11).  It behooves us even less, as sinners saved by grace, to be self-righteous or to take any delight or pleasure in condemning or refusing fellowship to those who persist in sin.  Godly love, while refusing acceptance of sinners in their sin, reaches out sacrificially to try to save them.  "God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  "Beloved, if God so loves us, we also ought to love one another" (1 John 4:11).


_________________________


For as many as are led by the Spirit 


of God, these are sons of God.





(Rom 8:14)








Love versus Acceptance


By Sewell Hall





God's love is universal, but to say that God loves all men is not to say that He approves or accepts men as they are.








God's circle of acceptance excludes those who will not repent.  Jesus said, "Unless you repent you will all likewise perish" (Luke 13:3).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes those who have been born only once.  "Jesus answered, 'Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. . . . Unless one is born of water and the spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God" (John 3:3-5).


 God's circle of acceptance excludes those who fail to bear fruit.  "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away" (John 15:2).


     God's circle of acceptance excludes the immoral.  "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortionist will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).


God's circle of acceptance excludes all who walk in darkness.  ". . . God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth" (1 John 1:5-6).


     It is clear from these passages that God's circle of acceptance encompasses only a small portion of the world's population.  Jesus affirmed this fact when He said, ". . . Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it" (Matthew 7:14).


Our circles


     We must draw our circle of love as large as God has drawn His.  We must go beyond loving family and friends and love even our enemies.








 No Other Entrance


. . . strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22)


It is only to be expected that we will meet resistance in our progress toward God. Satan will surely try to defeat us with problems and pains, and God knows that it's better to allow these difficulties than to prevent them. "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God," said Paul and Barnabas as they encouraged certain new converts to remain steadfast.


In the Homilies of Pseudo-Macarius, there is this observation: "We read in the Bible about some people who pleased God. They are considered God's friends and favorites. We miss one important detail. They suffered for God. . . . We applaud them and wish we could be honored in a similar way, but we ignore the cost."


Not only do we ignore the cost, some of us avoid difficulty so often that a pain-free life almost appears to be our main priority. But come to think of it, why should we want to be exempt from hardships that so many of our brethren have suffered? How fair would it be for us to be granted the special consideration of an easier path to God? Do we not remember that old hymn				            Cont on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; 


 Jamie Jackson; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother. Joe Phillips; Mary Scott; 


Rachel Norman; June Guyton; James Adams


Donna Simmons’ mother.  Steve Huff’s mother.


 Randal and Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert 


 back problems; Larry Coots;  Courtney Quenn


surgery on 13th   Rhonda Ditter undergoing 


 chemo treatment. Donnie Harper battle with 


severe arthritis. Anna Trammel’s mom. As well


 as Anna; The Guyton family;


 Remember those who are traveling


Pray for all of our babies and expecting mothers: 


 Sara Parker; Jessica Miles; 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers.





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ryan Pink


 Song Leader----Lloyd Jackson


Lord's Supper—Clay Bowman 


   Asst. 1-----Sterling Borders 


   Asst. 2-----Mark Robinson


   Asst. 3-----Grant Gay 


   Asst. 4-----Adam Kreis


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson


2nd Prayer---Randal Rogers


Read Scripture---Preston Jackson 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Roger Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader---Steven Tramell


2ed Prayer-----Zach Adams


Read Scripture---Larry Coots


Sermon----Josh Lewis


Lord's Supper—Clay Bowman


Announcements—Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Patrick Miles


 Invitation---Phil Schmidt 


 Closing Prayer---Bill Scott	


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














